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Mission: The Friends of the Symphony supports and promotes
the growth of the Fort Collins Symphony
financially, socially, and educationally.

 In 1963 when the Symphony Guild, now the Friends 
of the Symphony (FoS), held its first meeting, no one 
could have predicted the remarkable success of a small 
group of volunteers who were committed to supporting 
symphonic music in the Fort Collins community. Sixty 
years later, the FoS have donated over a million dollars 
to help the Fort Collins Symphony (FCS) become the 
premier arts organization in the Northern Colorado region.

 The Friends’ goals are to raise music appreciation 

through continued education and greater public 
exposure to the FCS to foster friendships and shared ex-
periences among those who love music.

 The FoS, a volunteer organization welcomes all who 
share a commitment to strengthen the FCS, offering 
valuable opportunities to advance a culture of arts in 
our community for the benefit of persons of all ages and 
musical interests. For more information, visit:

FCSymphony.org/fos

 Each spring, the Friends of the Symphony has 
hosted the Musical Zoo, an exciting in-person program 
of music and education designed for the young – 
especially for children 3-12 years of age and their families 
– and the young at heart!

 This annual in-person event features various 
activities designed to help participants learn about a wide 
variety of music, traditional symphonic instruments, and 
non-orchestral instruments from around the world. The 
event includes: 

• A hands-on instrumental “Petting Zoo” that 
allows children to observe, hold, and try out 
various instruments.

• A multitude of short instrumental and choral  
performances by regional middle school, high 
school, university, and community ensembles 
showcasing a wealth of musical genres. 

• A Grand Finale performance that brings partici-
pants together for a child-friendly performance 
by the professional musicians of the Fort Collins 

Symphony, a narrator, and dancers from the 
Canyon Concert Ballet.

 During non-pandemic times, the Friends of the 
Symphony’s Musical Zoo event has included more than 
300 musicians, guides, and volunteers from all walks of 
life. The program is supported by generous grants and 
sponsorships.   

 The Musical Zoo 2021 is an “animal of a different 
stripe.” Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this year’s 
experience will be an abbreviated and virtual online 
production. The performance will be pre-recorded in a 
safe, socially-distanced location. Conducted by Maestro 
Wes Kenney, the Fort Collins Symphony will play Sergei 
Prokofiev’s popular children’s musical tale, Peter and the 
Wolf, complete with narration by Scott Wheeler and 
dancers from Canyon Concert Ballet.

 Finally, the Friends of the Symphony is grateful to 
these following donors, grantors, and sponsors for their 
support of this regional education program:
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Peterand the Wolf The
Composer

Sergei Prokofiev
1891-1953

 Sergei Prokofiev, the composer 
of Peter and the Wolf, was born 
in 1891 in the southern Russian 
town of Sontsovka, Russia (now in 
Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine). Sergei is 
pronounced like “Sir-gay.” Prokofiev 
is like “Pro-cough-ee-eff.”

 As a boy he lived on an estate 
which probably had wolves. He was 
an only child and, clearly, if he was 
not like Peter, he must have wished 
he were. 

 His mother was a fine pianist so there was always 
music in the house.  As she practiced, she would let him 
play on the upper notes of the piano.  She encouraged 
him to write down melodies that he invented.  He was 
a child prodigy, much like Mozart. By the age of nine, 
Prokofiev had written his first opera. When he got a bit 
older, he and his mother moved to St. Petersburg, so he 
could study music there.  At the age of 13, he enrolled  
at the St. Petersburg Conservatory. He graduated in 
1914 with the highest prizes in piano and conducting.

 After Prokofiev graduated from school, he traveled 
around Europe to learn more about music. World War 
I and the Russian Revolution made living and working 
in Russia very difficult, so Prokofiev left the country in 
1918. He lived in the United States, the Bavarian Alps, 
and Paris. But the whole time he was away from Russia, 
Prokofiev longed for his homeland.  In 1936, he moved 
back to the Soviet Union.

 Today, most people know this 20th century 
modernist composer through his ballet music for 
Cinderella and Romeo and Juliet, his opera Love of Three 
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Oranges, and his movie score for Lieutenant 
Kijé. But, Prokofiev is most famous for his 
children’s symphonic tale, Peter and the Wolf.  
It is one of the world’s most recognizable and 
most played classical works. 

 Prokofiev was a master at using music 
to tell a story. He was commissioned 
to write Peter and the Wolf by his friend 
Natalya Sats who was the director of the 
Moscow Musical Theater for Children.

 This short composition was written as 
a way to introduce children to the orchestra. 

The music focuses on singular instruments instead of 
entire orchestra sections. Prokofiev chose instruments 
from four instrument families to illustrate his story: 
strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion. The bird 
is represented by a flute, the duck by an oboe, the cat 
by a clarinet, the grandfather by a bassoon, the wolf 
by French horns (three of them!), Peter by the strings 
(violin, viola, cello, and bass), and the shooting of the 
hunters by the timpani (also called kettle drums).  Each 
character has its own theme music. Featuring a dark 
humor consistent with Russian literary tradition, the 
Peter and the Wolf story ends with a narrator telling the 
audience, “If you listen very carefully, you’ll hear the duck 
quacking inside the wolf ’s belly, because the wolf in his 
hurry had swallowed her alive!”

 Since 1936, children (and adults!) around the world 
have been introduced to classical orchestral music by 
way of this magical tale.

With thanks to the following web sites:
 Wikipedia

Classics for Kids
Maestro Classics

for additional information about Peter and the Wolf



Peterand the Wolf The
Performers

Maestro Wes Kenney, Conductor
Conductor and Music Director for the Fort Collins Symphony

 The Fort Collins Symphony is the oldest 
arts organization and the only professional 
symphony orchestra in Larimer County. 
For decades, this orchestra has enriched lives, shaped the 
musical landscape of Northern Colorado, and served as an 
enduring cornerstone of our region’s cultural foundation. Its 
mission is to perform spectacular live orchestral music and host 
educational events as a means of inspiring, bringing joy, and 

providing an environment that is entertaining, 
nurturing, and inclusive for all residents of and 
visitors to Northern Colorado. The nonprofit 

FCS is governed by a board of directors, employs over 50 
musicians and seven staff members, and is assisted by many 
volunteers. Thirty-one professional musicians play in the 
Peter and the Wolf performance. To learn more, visit:

FCSymphony.org  

 Maestro Wes Kenney has served as the Fort Collins 
Symphony conductor and music director since 2003.  
His interest in music started at an early age. After 
attending a performance of Meredith Willson’s The 
Music Man with its signature song “76 Trombones,” 
he was inspired to take up this brass instrument. 
This  eventually led to a full-time career in music 
when he decided to study conducting. Mr. Kenney 
is an internationally recognized and award-winning 

Scott Wheeler, Narrator
 Scott Wheeler, a fifth generation Coloradan and 
Fort Collins’ native, has taught music and drama in 
the  Poudre School District (PSD) since 1997. He 
earned his Bachelor of Music Education degree from 
CSU and his Masters of Music from UNC.  Currently, 
he teaches at Kinard Core Knowledge and is a 

National Board Certified Music Teacher. As a singer, 
French hornist, actor, and musician, he has experience 
performing and working throughout the United States 
and Europe. In 2015, Mr. Wheeler played the title role 
in Shrek the Musical with the FC Children’s Theatre at 
the Fort Collins Lincoln Center.

 The 15 dancers who play the characters in 
this Peter and the Wolf production are from 
Fort Collins’ own Canyon Concert Ballet. This 
premier regional ballet company and its school provide both 
exceptional performance opportunities and outstanding 
dance education. Founded in 1979, CCB produces full-

length classical and contemporary ballet 
performances each year, including: The 
Nutcracker, a Spring fairytale-themed  produc-

tion, and one or more intimate contemporary concerts at 
smaller venues.  To learn more, visit:

ccballet.org/

5

conductor. He regularly conducts the Fort Collins 
Symphony, the Denver Young Artists Orchestra, Opera 
Fort Collins, Canyon Concert Ballet’s Nutcracker, 
and is the Director of Orchestras at Colorado State 
University where he is also a professor of music and 
teaches conducting. Additional information about 
Kenney’s career, awards, and interests can be found by 
visiting:    

FCSymphony.org/music-director/
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..  The Conductor
The Conductor–who is the leader of the orchestra–selects the 
music, studies the scores, and decides how it will be performed. 
Standing in front on a podium, the conductor directs the 
musicians to play the right thing, in the right way, at the right 
time.
 ..  The String Family
The string family is the largest section in the orchestra. It takes 
lots of string instruments to make a sound that balances with the 
other instrument families. These instruments include the violin, 
viola, cello and double bass. They are all made of wood and have 
a similar curvy shape. The violin is the smallest and highest pitched 
instrument. The viola, cello, and double bass are progressively larger 
and lower pitched.  All string instruments have strings stretched over 
them. They are played with a bow that is pulled or pushed across the 
strings (a long stick with  horsehair stretched across it). The strings 
can also be plucked. The harp is part this family. It has 47 strings 

Orchestra Sections, Instruments, and Their Seating Arrangements 
An orchestra is a large group of musicians who play together on a variety

of string, woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments.

that are plucked with fingers.
   First Violins* Second Violins*
   Violas*  Cellos*
   Double Basses* Harp..  The Woodwind Family
Woodwind instruments look like long sticks. They make sound 
when a player blows into them.  Instruments in this section include 
the flute, piccolo, clarinet, oboe, English horn, and bassoon. 
The piccolo and flute are made of metal.  All of the others are 
constructed from wood. The different shape and materials of each 
instrument help to create its own unique sound. The orchestra 
often has two, three, or four of each woodwind instrument.  They 
often play solos because woodwinds can be heard even when there 
are many other instruments playing.
  Flutes*  Oboes*
  Piccolos  Clarinets* 
  Bassoons*  English Horns

Peterand the Wolf
The
Orchestra & Its 
Instruments
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..  The Brass Famly
The instruments of the Brass family are made of brass. Brass players 
produce sound by buzzing their lips together on the surface of 
the instrument’s mouthpiece. This section includes: the trumpet, 
French horn, trombone, and tuba. The orchestra usually has 
one to four of each brass instrument and sometimes more. 
Brass instruments are loud.  For this reason, they are often 
used in military bands, which play outdoors much of the 
time. Brass instruments are long metal tubes that flare at 
one end. Because they are so long, the tubes are bent and 
coiled into compact shapes so they can be held easily.
  French Horns* Trumpets
  Trombones  Tuba

..  The Percussion Family
The Percussion family includes any instrument that is struck, 
scraped, or shaken. These percussion instruments have pitch 
and can play melodies: the xylophone, marimba, glockenspiel, 
chimes, orchestra bells, and piano. These percussion instruments 
have no pitch, but they produce a sharp sound that provides the 
rhythmic beat for the orchestra: the drum, woodblock, maracas, 
tambourine, cymbal, gong, and triangle.
   Bass Drum Timpani* Chimes
   Cymbals  Triangle  Maracas
   Tamborine Glockenspiel Bells
   Xylophone Marimba Gong  
   Piano
* These instruments play the characters in Peter and the Wolf

Peter = The Strings
Peter’s character is played 
by the entire string section 
which includes violins, violas, 
cellos, and double basses. 
His melody is played by the 
violin. 

Wolf = The French Horn
The French horn is a brass 
instrument made of 16 feet 
of coiled tubing. It has a rich, 
mellow sound that blends 
well with both the woodwind 
and brass families

Duck = The Oboe
The oboe is a type of double reed 
woodwind instrument. Oboes are 
usually made of wood, can play in 
a high or low range, and have a 
mellow or nasal-like sound.

Bird = The Flute
Even though it is usually made of metal, 
the flute is a woodwind instrument. It 
is played horizontally, has lots of keys, 
and makes light and airy high notes. 

Cat = The Clarinet
A clarinet is a lively woodwind 
instrument that is usually made 
of African blackwood with a 
straight round body, a flared 
end, and played with a single-
reed mouthpiece.

Grandfather = The Bassoon
The Bassoon is a woodwind family 
instrument that is played with a 
double reed. It’s deep, rich sound is 
mostly in the lower ranges.

Hunters = The Timpani
Timpani (also called kettle drums) are in the percussion family. They 
are made of a hollow brass bowl with a calfskin head whose tension 
can be changed to vary the pitch. They make a low booming sound.

The Characters & Their Instruments

You can hear how the various instrument sections in the orchestra sound at the Classics for Kids website:
https://www.classicsforkids.com   Click on the various instruments.

All cultures have instruments that correspond with the instruments of the orchestra and can be bowed, plucked, blown 
or struck. Want to play other instruments from around the world?  On the PBS website, Carmen’s World Orchestra/
Let’s Go Luna! you can try some insturments and music from Mexico, India, and Egypt:

 https://rmpbs.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/luna-pbskids/    Scroll down to “Carmen’s World Orchestra”
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Peterand the Wolf The
Story

8

This is the Story of Peter and the Wolf

 Each character in the tale is going to be represented 
by a different instrument of the orchestra.  For instance, 
the bird will be played by the flute. Here’s the duck, 
played by the oboe.  The cat by the clarinet. The 
bassoon will represent Grandfather.  The wolf by the 
French horns.  And, Peter by the strings.  The blast of 
the hunters’ shotguns played by the timpani.

 Are you sitting comfortably? Then I shall begin:

 Early one morning, Peter opened the gate and went 
out into the big green meadow.

 On a branch of a big tree sat a little bird, Peter’s 
friend. “All is quiet, all is quiet,” chirped the bird gaily. 
Yes, all is quiet.

 Just then, a duck came waddling round. She was 
glad that Peter hadn’t closed the gate and decided to 
take a nice swim in the deep pond in the meadow.

 Seeing the duck, the little bird flew down upon on 
the grass, settled next to her, and shrugged his shoulders. 
“What kind of bird are you if you can’t fly?” said he.    
To this, the duck replied, “What kind of bird are you if 
you can’t swim?” and dived into the pond.

 They argued and argued, the duck swimming in the 
pond and the little bird hopping along the shore.

 Suddenly, something caught Peter’s attention. It 
was a cat crawling through the grass.

 The cat thought, “The bird is busy arguing. I’ll 
just grab him.” Stealthily she crept towards him on her 
velvet paws.

 “Look out!” shouted Peter and the bird immediately 
flew up into the tree while the duck quacked at the cat 
from the middle of the pond. 

 The cat walked around the tree and thought, “Is it 
worth climbing up so high? By the time I get there the 
bird will have flown away.”

 Just then, Grandfather came out. He was angry 
because Peter had gone past the gate and into the 
meadow and said, “It is a dangerous place. If a wolf 
should come out of the forest, then what would you 
do?”

 But, Peter paid no attention to his grandfather’s 
words.  Boys like Peter aren’t afraid of wolves.

 But Grandfather took Peter by the hand, led him 
home, and locked the gate.

Peter and the Wolf, Op. 67    By Sergei Prokofiev
 Peter and the Wolf  is a symphonic folk tale written by the Russian composer Sergei Prokofiev.

In 1936, he was commissioned to write a musical story for children by Natalya Sats, the director
of  the Moscow Central Children’s Theatre.  The intent was to introduce children to individual

instruments in the orchestra.  As a narrator tells the story, the orchestra highlights the characters with 
musical themes by using four specific instrument families: strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion.  

Peter and the Wolf is Sergei Prokofiev’s most famous composition AND
is one of the most frequently performed works in the entire classical repertoire. 
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 No sooner had Peter gone than a big gray wolf came 
out of the forest.

 In a twinkling, the cat climbed up into the tree. 
The duck quacked and, in her excitement, jumped out 
of the pond.  But no matter how hard the duck tried to 
run, she couldn’t escape the wolf.

 He was getting nearer, nearer, catching up with her. 
Then he got her and with one gulp swallowed her.

 And now, this is how things stood: the cat was 
sitting on one branch, the bird on another, but not too 
close to the cat.  And, the wolf walked round and round 
the tree, looking at them with hungry eyes.

 In the meantime, Peter, without the slightest fear, 
stood behind the gate watching all that was going on. 
He ran home, got a strong rope, and climbed up the 
high stone wall.  One of the branches of the tree around 
which the wolf was walking stretched out over the wall.

 Grabbing hold of the branch, Peter lightly climbed 
over onto the tree. Peter said to the bird, “Fly down 
and circle over the wolf ’s head. Only take care that he 
doesn’t catch you.”

 The bird almost touched the wolf ’s head with his 
wings while the wolf snapped angrily at him, this side 
and that.

 How that bird teased the wolf! And, how the wolf 
wanted to catch him!  But the bird was clever and the 
wolf simply couldn’t do anything about it.

 Meanwhile, Peter made a lasso and, carefully letting 
it down and down and down, caught the wolf by the tail 
and pulled with all his might.

 Feeling himself caught, the wolf began to jump 
wildly trying to get loose. 

 But Peter tied the other end of rope to the tree, and 
the wolf ’s jumping only made the rope round his tail 
tighter.

 Just then, the hunters came out of the woods, 
following the wolf ’s trail and shooting as they went.

 But Peter, sitting in the tree, said, “Don’t shoot!  
Birdie and I have already caught the wolf.  Now help us 
take him to the zoo.”

 Now just imagine, just imagine the triumphant 
procession. Peter at the head. After him, the hunters 
leading the wolf. And, winding up the whole procession, 
Grandfather and the cat.

 Grandfather shook his head discontentedly, “Well, 
if Peter hadn’t caught the wolf, what then?”

 Above them flew Birdie chirping merrily. “My, 
what brave fellows we are, Peter and I!  Look what we 
have caught!”

 And, if you listen very carefully, you will hear the 
duck quacking inside the wolf.  Because the wolf, in his 
hurry, had swallowed her alive!

z
QUACK!



Peterand the Wolf Puzzles
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WORD SEARCH

A Word Search is a game made of words formatted in a grid. The goal is to find all of the words hidden in 
the puzzle. Words may be placed diagonally, horizontally, vertically, forwards, or backwards.  See if you

can circle all of the hidden words in the list below from the story of Peter and the Wolf.

Peter
Bird
Duck
Pond
Swim
Cat

Forest
Meadow

Grandfather
Gate
Wolf
Fly

Quiet
Gulp
Catch
Tree
Wall
Tail

Rope
Hunter

Zoo
Quack
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INSTRUMENT JUMBLE

Unscramble the WORD JUMBLES below to find some of the instruments that illustrate
the characters in Peter and the Wolf.  Now draw a line to match each instrument to its

character on the right.

ELFTU

____________________________

BOOE

____________________________

GRISSNT

____________________________

SOBSONA

____________________________

IT INPAM

____________________________

RALCITEN

____________________________

CHRENF RHON

____________________________
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Conductor
The Conductor–as the leader of an orchestra–
is involved in selecting music, decides how 
it will be performed,  stands in front of the 
orchestra, and directs the musicians to play 
together during the performance.

Concertmaster
The Concertmaster is the leader of the 
first violin section and sits in the first chair 
to the left of the conductor. The job is to 
communicate the conductor’s wishes to the 
orchestra, make sure all the instruments are 
in tune before a performance, represent the 
orchestra with a bow to the audience and a 
handshake with the conductor, play violin 
solos, and provide leadership to the orchestra 
when the conductor is absent.

Dynamics
The loudness and softness of sounds.

Meter
The way beats of music are grouped, often 
in sets of two or in sets of three, four, or six.

Orchestra Chairs
Orchestra musicians are seated in the 
instrumental “families.” The First and Second 
chairs are leadership positions and often play 
solo parts. 

Solo
A single instrument plays a complete compo-
sition or passage of music.

Style
The unique way in which the elements of 
melody, rhythm, tone color, and harmony 
are produced to create a special “sound.”

Tempo
The speed of the beat.

Theme
An important melody that occurs several 
times in a piece of music.

Variations
A variation may alter the theme by changing 
musical elements such as its dynamics, meter, 
style, tempo, tone color and/or harmony.

WORD SEARCH

A Word Search is a game made of words formatted in a grid. The goal is to find all of the words hidden
in the puzzle. Words may be placed horizontally, vertically, diagonally, forwards, or backwards.  See if

you can circle all of the hidden words in the list below from the information about musical terms.

FUN WITH MUSICAL TERMS*
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* Termonology adapted from the Redlands Symphony “Orkidstra.”



CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Think about the story and instruments you just heard.  Using a pencil and eraser, work across and down
to fill in the words that answer each question about Sergei Prokofiev’s musical tale of Peter and the Wolf. 

2.  Grandfather’s instrument
3.  The duck’s instrument
8.  The main character
10.  Where the duck swims
11.  What Peter is NOT afraid of
14.  The wolf ’s instrument
15.  Where the bird sits
16.  What Peter uses to catch the wolf
17.  One of Peter’s string instruments

1.  Where the wolf lives
4.  The cat’s instrument
5.  The composer’s last name
6.  The hunters’ instrument
7.  The conductor’s last name
9.  Where Peter takes the wolf
12.  The bird’s instrument
13.  The narrator’s last name

ACROSS DOWN
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The Oboe

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Which family does the oboe belong to?

______________________________

INSTRUMENT SOUNDS

14

The Flute

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Which family does the flute belong to? 

______________________________

The Clarinet

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Which family does the Clarinet belong to? 

_________________________________

The Violin
 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Which family does the violin belong to?

________________________________

The French Horn

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Which family does the French Horn belong to?

_____________________________________

The  Timpani

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Which family does the Timpani belong to?

_________________________________

Below are some of the orchestra instruments that illustrate the characters in Peter and the Wolf.  After you
listen to the concert, write down what else each instrument sound reminds you of or could represent.

The Bassoon

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Which family does the bassoon belong to?

________________________________

© 2021 Friends of the Symphony          Fort Collins  . Colorado

Which One?
List an orchestra instrument that you might like to play:

_____________________________________________



Puzzle Answers
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Page  11

WORD SEARCH
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CHARACTER / INSTRUMENT MATCH
Page  11

 ELFTU  =  FLUTE   BOOE  =  OBOE
GRISSNT  =  STRINGS SOBSONA  =  BASSOON
IT INPAM  =  T IMPANI RALCITEN  =  CLARINET 

CHRENF RHON  =  FRENCH HORN

STRINGS

FLUTE

OBOE

CLARINET

BASSOON

FRENCH HORN T IMPANI
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INSTRUMENT FAMILIES
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Violin = String Family
Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, & Bassoon = Woodwind Family
French Horn = Brass Family
Timpani = Percussion Family
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