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From Your FCS Board President

Walt Elish

FCS Board President

Welcome to the Fort Collins Symphony's 2021-2022 Season.

Looking back over the past 18 months, it's been quite an adventure navigating our way through the roadblocks
and pitfalls of the worldwide pandemic. However, with creative thinking from your Board of Directors, staff, and
musicians, we managed to safely continue playing when others could not.  We extend our heartfelt gratitude to
you for your unwavering and generous support during our 2020-21 season. YOU have kept us playing, provided
much needed encouragement, and proven how much music matters when the going gets rough. Thank you.

Looking forward, we have an exciting season of music ahead and numerous options to access your Symphony: in-
person, live-stream, and post-concert webcast. We invite you to take advantage of the concert options that best
suit your situation. Details can be found both at our website: FCSymphony.org and the Lincoln Center's ticket site:
LCTix.com

Finally, we are grateful for the many sponsors, granting agencies, advertising partners, and individual donors who
have stuck with us through thick and thin. You are the reason we are able to continue offering Northern Colorado

https://fcsymphony.org/
https://lctix.com/fcs-signature-1
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the very best in live classical and contemporary orchestral music!

As always, stay tuned!

Walt Elish, FCS Board President

To learn more about your FCS Board of Directors and Staff, please visit: fcsymphony.org/board-and-staff/

 

From Your FCS Music Director

https://fcsymphony.org/board-and-staff/
https://www.fcgov.com/fortfund/
https://www.paulwoodflorist.com/
https://globalvillagemuseum.org/
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Maestro Wes Kenney

FCS Music Director

Welcome to the Fort Collins Symphony's 2021-2022 Season.

Music is an emotional endeavor that spans time, distance, and cultural boundaries. It allows us to hear what
feelings sound like and inspires us to express what is difficult to verbalize. For millennia, composers and musicians
have deftly reflected their circumstances through the medium of sound. Of course, we can appreciate music from
any time period for its own sake. But when we dig deeper into the context that brought a composition to life, we
more fully appreciate, engage, and resonate with the lived-experience of the artist and their unique emotional
lens. 

As we exit a year like no other, your FCS evaluated how the Great Pandemic has impacted our lives. The emotions
of our personal and collective lives have ranged from sadness, anxiety, fury, confusion, and discouragement to
relief, gratification, mirth, serenity, and hope. Our 2021-2022 Signature Concert Season—REFLECTIONS: The
Emotions of Music—captures the spectrum of human sentiments we experienced during more than 18 months of
unprecedented isolation and uncertainty. 

Your FCS invites you to immerse yourself in the musical range of human emotions through a wealth of familiar and
new works. This season’s repertoire includes such favorite classical composers as: Ludwig van Beethoven,
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, and Claude Debussy. We are also excited to highlight
these groundbreaking and contemporary composers: Florence Price, George Walker, Chen Yi, Oskar
Morawetz, Leonard Bernstein, Jessie Montgomery, Joan Tower, and Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson. And we
are joined by guest artists Linda Wang (violin), Anthony Elliott (cello), Bryan Wallick (piano), and Oto Carrillo
(horn) throughout the season.

NEW this season are three performance options:

In-person performances at the Fort Collins Lincoln Center,
Live-streaming concurrent on the night of each concert performance,
Webcast on Sunday afternoon the following weekend.

Please join us as we present the rich emotions of music. We can’t wait to see you!

As always, stay tuned!

Maestro Wes Kenney, FCS Music Director

To learn more about Maestro Kenney, please visit: fcsymphony.org/music-director/

https://fcsymphony.org/music-director/
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Program

Wes Kenney, Music Director

Linda Wang, Violin

 

Banner

Jessie Montgomery (b. 1981)

Duration: 8 minutes

 

Serenade after Plato's Symposium

Leonard Bernstein (1918 - 1990)

Linda Wang, Violin

Duration: 30 minutes

https://www.krfcfm.org/
https://www.hworchestra.org/
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Phaedrus; Pausanias (Lento; Allegro marcato)1.
Aristophanes (Allegretto)2.
Eryximachus (Presto)3.
Agathon (Adagio)4.
Socrates; Alcibiades (Molto tenuto; Allegro molto vivace)5.

Universal Polygram Int. Publishing, Inc. on behalf of Leonard Bernstein Music Publishing CO. (ASCAP)

 

INTERMISSION - 20 Minutes

We invite you to keep us playing by making a donation. It is the generosity of our community that
makes it possible for your FCS to present concerts and programs such as this. Thank You!

For upcoming FCS concerts, visit: FCSymphony.org/events

 

Carmen Suite

Rodion Shchedrin (b. 1932)

Duration: 46 minutes

Introduction: Andante assai1.
Dance: Allegro2.
First Intermezzo: Allegro moderato - Andante moderato3.
Changing of the Guard: Moderato4.
Carmen’s Entrance and Habañera: Allegro moderato - Quasi andante5.
Scene: Allegro moderato - Tempo precedente - Andante assai6.
Second Intermezzo: Larghetto7.
Bolero: Allegro vivo8.
Torero: Moderato con stoltezza9.
Torero and Carmen: Lento - Tempo I10.
Adagio: Andante moderato - Adagio11.
Fortune-Telling: Andantino - Andante assai12.
Finale: Allegro - Tempo precedente - Andante assai13.

Presented under license from G. Schirmer Inc. and Associated Music Publishers, copyright owners.

https://audienceaccess.co/NTFPY/donation
https://fcsymphony.org/events
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Guest Artist

https://garyhixondesigns.com/
https://advancedhearing.net/
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Linda Wang

Violin

Linda Wang is among the premier violinists of her generation. She is
consistently praised for her artistry, warm, singing tone, and charismatic
performances. At the age of nine years, she made her debut with Zubin
Mehta and the New York Philharmonic. Since then, she has performed
concerti with over seventy-five national and international orchestras in
collaboration with such eminent conductors as Sir Georg Solti and the
Schleswig-Holstein Musik Festival Orchestra, Jorge Mester and the Pasadena
Symphony, and JoAnn Falletta and the Virginia Symphony. As an avid
recitalist and chamber musician she has performed to critical acclaim at such

prestigious venues as Carnegie Hall, Amsterdam's Beurs van Berlage and the Berlin Schauspielhaus. Radio
broadcasts include NPR's "Performance Today, WQXR (New York City), WFMT (Chicago), KMozart (LA), MDR
(Germany). She has recorded seven solo albums.

A devoted pedagogue, Ms. Wang is String Chair and Professor of Violin at University of Denver’s Lamont School of
Music. In addition, she is the recipient of DU’s Teacher-Scholar of the Year Award. She maintains a worldwide
presence as a performer and educator, and is a faculty artist at international music festivals, adjudicator, and
master class clinician.

Wang currently performs on a 1767 J.B. Guadagnini.

https://www.lindawang.com/

https://www.lindawang.com/
http://www.dbd-travel.com/
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Program Notes

Fury, Contemplation & Hope

Signature Concert 1   October 2 . 2021

7:30 P.M.  Lincoln Center  Fort Collins

*Tonight’s concert features a trio of compositions inspired by their respective composers’ reflections on earlier works of
music and literature.

Banner

Composer: Jessie Montgomery (b. 1981)

Date of Composition: 2014

Duration: 8 minutes

Jessie Montgomery’s Banner was composed in 2014, fulfilling a commission from the philanthropic Joyce
Foundation and the Sphinx Organization, a group known for supporting diversity in the arts. The piece
commemorates the 200th anniversary of The Star-Spangled Banner. Of course, while Francis Scott Key wrote the
lyrics to our national anthem in 1814, the music dates back some 75 years earlier. It was originally composed by
John Stafford Smith to accompany “The Anacreontic Song,” the official anthem of a gentleman’s society that met
weekly at London’s Crown and Anchor Tavern for concerts, drinking, and general frivolity. After Key penned his
poem, the verses were published shortly thereafter and set to the tune we know so well today. The song was used
occasionally for official state events in ensuing years, but it was not until 1931, after much contentious debate,
that the Star-Spangled Banner beat out other beloved works for adoption by Congress as the official United States
national anthem.

American violinist and composer Montgomery (b. 1981) was raised in the cultural melting pot that is Manhattan.
She says she envisioned the commission from the perspective of “What does an anthem for the 21st century sound

https://mahlerfest.org/
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like in today’s multi-cultural environment?” Her conclusion: “In 2014, a tribute to the U.S. National Anthem means
acknowledging the contradictions, leaps and bounds, and milestones that allow us to celebrate and maintain the
tradition of our ideals.” Those contradictions have been a focus of public debate in recent years, as athletes and
others have used performances of the anthem to bring attention to issues viewed differently, or not at all, by other
segments of the population. Therefore, it seems only appropriate that the ensuing Banner is not your typical
reworking of the Star-Spangled Banner, but a diffused reflection of the many musical traditions of America’s
peoples. In fact, if not listening closely, you might not recognize the composition’s primary source material at all.
Phrases of the melody are heard primarily in very small fragments, interwoven with other patriotic and traditional
songs from both the U.S. and abroad to create a meaningful musical experience. Since its inception, this newly
imagined Banner has made a strong impression on musicians and audiences alike, quickly finding its way into the
orchestral repertoire, with multiple performances across the country in recent years.

Jessie Montgomery

Serenade after Plato's Symposium

Composer: Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)

Date of Composition: 1954

Duration: 30 minutes

Have you ever imagined what it would be like to attend dinner with a carefully selected group of historical figures?
What would the conversations be? How would guests respond to one another? After reading Plato’s Symposium,
Leonard Bernstein (1918–1990) was inspired to musically depict just that scenario. Serenade for Violin, Harp,
Strings, and Percussion shows Bernstein’s intellectual approach to creating music. This is demonstrated not
only in terms of the subject matter—Plato envisions the commentary of seven disparate Greek philosophers, each
with their own perspective on the manifestations of human love—but also in the construction of the composition
itself. Bernstein wrote, “The music, like the dialogue is a series of related statements in praise of love, and
generally follows the Platonic form through the succession of speakers at the banquet.” Each of five movements
presents the viewpoint of one or two of the philosophers, and each successive movement builds upon what came
before in a distinct musical style. Though Bernstein claimed the composition was not programmatic, he not only
mostly follows the order of speakers originally penned by the 4th century B.C. scholar (only Eryximachus and
Aristophanes are reversed), but he also wrote a detailed description of each movement’s story “for the benefit of
those interested in literary allusion.”

Bernstein was one of the most acclaimed American musicians of the 20th century. Equally talented as a pianist,
composer, conductor, author, and educator, he advocated for the arts throughout his life. During summers at
Tanglewood in the 1940s, the young musician served as an assistant to Serge Koussevitsky, long-time artistic
director of the Boston Symphony Orchestra. The renowned conductor became one of Bernstein’s most important
mentors. It was in memory of Koussevitsky and his first wife Natalie that Bernstein composed his Serenade,
fulfilling a commission from the Koussevitsky Foundation at the same time. Although called a serenade, the Plato-
inspired chamber work functions more like a violin concerto. Bernstein wrote the composition to be played by well-
known violinist Isaac Stern, another young musician taking the mid-20th century musical world by storm. Stern
premiered Serenade in Venice with his friend, the composer, at the podium.
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Leonard Bernstein

Carmen Suite

Composer: Rodion Shchedrin (b. 1932)

Date of Composition: 1967

Duration: 46 minutes

Russian pianist-composer Rodion Shchedrin (b. 1932) is young enough to have avoided the worst of Stalin’s “Reign
of Terror” years, but still spent most of his career maneuvering Soviet expectations and restrictions. To his credit,
he was one of the most successful and prolific of the Soviet-era composers, specializing in ballets and operas for
the Russian stage. Shchedrin’s Carmen Suite was written in 1967 for his wife Maya Plisetskaya, one of the
premier prima ballerinas of the 20th century. She had always dreamed of dancing the role of Carmen, the fiery
cigarette factory worker first introduced musically in Georges Bizet’s 1875 opera. Plisetskaya’s home company, the
Bolshoi Ballet, was accommodating. After Shchedrin told his wife he was too busy to write a new score just then,
Plisetskaya turned to Dmitri Shostakovich with the request. The noted composer, however, did not wish to attempt
something that would surely be compared to Bizet. Alberto Alonso of the Cuban National Ballet, who
choreographed the piece, tried to use music from Bizet’s opera, but the vocal arrangements did not fit what he
needed. Shchedrin then relented, accompanying Plisetskaya to a rehearsal, and arranged his own suite based upon
Bizet’s original themes, not just those from Carmen, but also from L’Arlésienne and La Jolie Fille de Perth.

Orchestrating the work for strings and percussion and rearranging the original story’s order, the composer created
a ballet feature that not only celebrates the old music, but also infuses his own personal style, resulting in a
fresher, more modern retelling of a classic. Shchedrin later stated, “Bizet's music is genius ... I just correct[ed] his
genius to work in ballet class.” The 17-section piece is a multi-cultural triumph: a Soviet composer, inspired by the
story of a Spanish gypsy heroine, re-envisions music first set by a French composer, to be choreographed by a
Cuban ballet master, for a Russian ballerina. After the premiere, the ballet was temporarily banned in Moscow on
grounds that it was too sexual (Shchedrin later noted that “the Communists were always afraid of sex”) and that it
debased Bizet’s music. It was Shostakovich who came to the rescue. In a public interview addressing the Ministry
of Culture, he praised the work and Shchedrin’s handling of Bizet’s material. Reinstated once again, the ballet
became a Moscow favorite and set its composer on the path to artistic success. Yet most of Shchedrin’s music
received little recognition outside of his home country until later in his career, after the fall of the Soviet Union.
One important exception—Leonard Bernstein championed a commission for a Shchedrin concerto for orchestra to
celebrate the New York Philharmonic’s 125th season in 1968. In 1992, the Russian composer moved to Munich, a
city he still considers a second home. Today, at 88 years old, Shchedrin is still composing. In fact, he has produced
a dozen new works in the last decade, including compositions for voice, piano, orchestra, and even a new opera.
His most recent premiere was a piece for narrator and orchestra titled The Adventures of an Ape, performed at the
Mariinsky Theatre in November 2020. Looking back, Shchedrin reflects, “I am happy to have spent my life in
music.”

Rodion Shchedrin
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~ Program Notes by Dr. K. Dawn Grapes. ©2021

 

https://fortcollinsnursery.com/
https://www.kunc.org/
https://coloradosound.org/
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Musician Roster

Signature Concert 1 Musicians

First Violin

Nina Fronjian, Concertmaster
Callie Brennan, Assistant Concertmaster
Evan De Long, Principal
Arlo Adams
Jennifer Crim
Lola Kern
Elizabeth Furuiye
Zo Manfredi

Second Violin

Christine Menter, Principal
Mary Evans, Assistant Principal
Jean Denney
Bennett Stucky
Therese Bakker
Marci Pilon
Leslie Stewart

Viola

Ethan Hecht, Principal
Sabrina Romney Lloyd, Assistant Principal
Erin Napier
Kyla Witt
Margaret Miller
Scott Stewart

Cello

Becky Kutz Osterberg, Principal
Beth Wells, Assistant Principal
Joseph Howe
Peter Linder
Yi-Ching Lee
Hilary Glen

Bass

Forest Greenough, Principal
Erik Deines, Assistant Principal
Andrew Sproule

Flute

Kristin Sommer, Principal
Sandra Tiemens, 2nd

Piccolo

Sandra Tiemens

Oboe
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Max Soto, Principal

Clarinet

Kellan Toohey, Principal

Bassoon

Tom Bittinger, Principal

Horn

Ayo Derbyshire

Trumpet

Stanley Curtis, Principal

Timpani

Mike Tetreault

Percussion

Carl Dixon, Principal
Leo T. Canale, 2nd/Associate Principal
Colin Constance
Justin Doute
Valerie Smalley

Harp

Pamela Eldridge, Principal

To learn more about your FCS musicians, please visit: fcsymphony.org/orchestra

https://fcsymphony.org/orchestra/
http://DellenbachChevrolet.com
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Signature Concert I Partners and Sponsors

Thank You FCS Partners & Sponsors!

The generosity of our partners, underwriters, sponsors, and individual donors make this 2021-2022 Season
possible. We invite you to join us in thanking all who keep us playing!

Signature Concert I Sponsors:

Jay's Bistro
Joseph & Jan Carroll
Dr. Peter Springberg & Janet Kowall
Ann Yanagi & Scott Johnston in honor of Wes & Leslie Kenney

2021-2022 Concert Season Underwriters:

The City of Fort Collins Fort Fund
Dr. David & Alison Dennis
Dr. Ed Siegel
Dr. Peter Springberg & Jan Kowall

Media Sponsors:

KRFC 88.9 FM Radio Fort Collins
KUNC 91.5 FM Radio NPR

Individual Donors:

Your individual gift (of any size) contributes to the overall success of your Symphony and its many programs.

To find your name on our donor site, please visit: fcsymphony.org/donors/

To learn how you can become a major FCS partner, sponsor, or individual donor for future concerts and/or
programs, please contact us: 970.482.4823 or mkopco@fcsymphony.org

https://www.operafortcollins.com/
https://fcsymphony.org/donors/
mailto:note@fcsymphony.org
https://jaysbistro.com/
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The Friends of the Symphony

The Friends of the Symphony

Support Organization

The Friends of the Symphony is a nonprofit organization whose purpose shall
be to support and promote the growth of the Fort Collins Symphony
financially, socially, and educationally.

Since its inception in 1963, the Friends have donated over one million dollars to the Fort Collins Symphony, created
numerous initiatives and educational outreach programs, and worked to advance a culture of arts in our
community for the benefit of persons of all ages and musical interests. Friends of the Symphony members apply
their interests and skills in a variety of ways in our fundraisers, education events, member meetings, and activities.
For more information and/or to join, visit: fcsymphony.org/fos/

FoS programs include:

The Meet the Artist series provides an opportunity for music lovers to spend an informal evening to meet
an FCS guest artist. Learn about their music and experience an intimate performance at a volunteer’s home
or other small venue.
Composer Talks are held prior to each Signature Concert to help audiences learn about the details of each
composer. Hosted by CSU Professor Dr. Dawn Grapes. 
The Musical Zoo is an annual education event where children, families, and anyone interested in music are
encouraged to explore music in all of its forms. It's a fun afternoon of adventures with musical instruments,
locally-sourced performances, and topped off with a family-friendly collboartive performance by the full Fort
Collins Symphony and Canyon Concert Ballet.
The Friends of the Symphony Endowed Chair Program totals over $596,000 and resides in a
balanced pool at the Community Foundation of Northern Colorado. Interest from this fund supports
orchestra musician salaries. In 1999, Kay Edwards set a goal of endowing 36 musician chairs. After 22 years
of hard work, Kay not only met her goal in 2021, she exceeded it by one with a total of 37 endowed
musician chairs. The Fort Collins Symphony Association is deeply grateful for Kay’s vision and commitment
to supporting the orchestra.

NEW! Sharyn H. & Larry J. Salmen Third Horn Endowed Chair: In 2021, Sharyn H. & Larry J. Salmen
endowed this chair to honor all of the friendships made during Women’s Guild of the Fort Collin Symphony (Friends
of the Symphony) fundraisers, educational programs, and membership events.  Through their efforts, Sharyn—a
Past President and Honorary Life Member—and Larry have supported the performance of live symphonic music in
the community. For the Salmens, “It’s all been about the Music!”

https://www.kilwins.com/stores/kilwins-fort-collins
https://fcsymphony.org/fos/
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NEW! Mary A. Kopco Second Flute Endowed Chair: Friends of Mary A. Kopco established an endowed chair to
commemorate her outstanding dedication, devotion, and diligence as Executive Director of the Fort Collins
Symphony since February 2015.  Ms. Kopco has focused extraordinary attention and exceptional creativity to all
aspects of her position, including budgeting, grant-writing, programming, and organizational management.  May
this chair be a constant expression of gratitude for her excellent leadership in the FCS.

NEW! Paisley Pettine Second Trombone Endowed Chair: Dr. Kenneth Pettine endowed this chair in honor of
his wife, Paisley.  Paisley has served with great joy for many years as a board member of the FCSA. As a long-time
Pilates instructor, she understands how both physical movement and music sustain, inspire, soothe and heal the
body and the soul.
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To see all 37 endowed orchestra chairs, please visit: fcsymphony.org/fos/fundraising/

           

Make a Donation Now

Your Generous Support Keeps Us Playing!

Help keep us playing with your donation (of any size) now. Thank you for your consideration. 

It is the generosity of our community that makes it possible for your Fort Collins Symphony (a non-profit arts
organization) to present spectacular concerts and engaging educational programs to residents and visitors alike in
Northern Colorado. Programs include:

The Signature Concert series
The spring Pops! Concert
The festive and free July 4th concerts
The Youth Education Series (YES) outreach concerts to introduce instruments and live music to Larimer
County elementary students
The B Sharp Arts Engagement program for people living with dementia and their care partners
The Open Notes program for at-risk and underserved audiences
Lunchtime composer talks and pre-concert Maestro’s Musings
Meet the Guest Artist receptions
Free Open Rehearsals

FCS concerts, programs, and initiatives are designed to inspire, bring joy, and provide an environment that is
engaging, nurturing, and inclusive for all residents of and visitors to Northern Colorado.

We invite you to discover more about your Fort Collins Symphony by visiting: FCSymphony.org/

https://fcsymphony.org/fos/fundraising/
https://audienceaccess.co/NTFPY/donation
https://fcsymphony.org
http://www.frontrangechamberplayers.org/
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B-Sharp: An Arts Engagement Program

B Sharp Arts Engagement® was founded in 2015 with the purpose of engaging people living with dementia and
their caregivers in an immersive community musical experience. The Fort Collins Symphony, in partnership with
the Alzheimer’s Association, Larimer County Office on Aging, Colorado State University, and Dementia Together®
provides 30 people living with dementia and their primary care partner with the opportunity to attend Symphony
performances, and participate in a Colorado State University study where a number of factors are explored,
including: the impact of music on the cognitive ability of participants with dementia, the social connections
between the caregiver and person with dementia, and the degree to which study participants felt supported by the
community. 

For more information about this valuable program, visit: fcsymphony.org/bsharp

https://audienceaccess.co/NTFPY/donation
https://fcsymphony.org/bsharp/
https://connect.thrivent.com/via-financial-consultants/
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https://dementiatogether.org/
http://www.bankofcolorado.com
https://www.audgrp.com/
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https://www.bistronautile.com/

